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A Study on the Modern Japanese Adverb Namaji

Juhui OH

The current study explores the syntactic characteristics of the mod-
ern Japanese adverb namaji, mainly through an analysis of examples.
More specifically, the study looks at examples of namaji appearing in the
dependent clause of complex sentences to understand the cooccurrence
trends of namaj: and forms such as cause-reason, supposition-conditional,
and adnominal clauses.

In cause-reason clauses, namaj: cooccurs with dakeni, tament, bakarini,
in which the dependent clause expresses the cause and reason for the main
clause. In supposition-conditional clauses, namaji cooccurs most often with
to; many of such examples were collected because the to is not often used
for hypothetical clauses, but expresses the cause that the dependent clause
generates the main clause, which creates semantic agreement. Because
with nara the dependent clause shows the reasoning support for the main
clause, in addition to the fact that the relationship between the main and
dependent clause is weak, it did not cooccur frequently with namaji, and
no examples were collected. Also, when tara displays a parallel of additive
conditional and not adversative conditional, it can cooccur with namayi.
Namaji in adnominal clauses can also be typified in the same way as in
cause-reason and supposition-conditional clauses.

Lastly, namayi is also used when minus incidents in the end cause fa-
vorable incidents. Such an example has the same logical structure as the
paradoxical cause-and-effect relationship of namaji, but it has a positive
evaluation.

The current study looked at examples of namaj: in complex sentences.
Future research will explore syntactic characteristics of #amaji in simple
sentences.



