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Anon. A Mournful ditty of the Lady Rosamond,
King Henry the Seconds concubine (1658-1664)
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“The Deathe of Faire Rosamond”

When as King Henrie rul'd this land,
the second of that name,

(Besides the Queene) he dearly lov'd®
a faire and princely’ Dame:

Most pearllesse was her beautie found,
her favour and her face:

A sweeter creature in the’ world,

did® never Prince imbrace.

Her crisped Lockes, like threeds of Gold,

appear’d to each mans sight:

Her comely Eyes like orient Pearles,
did cast a heavenly light:

The Bloud within her christall Cheekes
did such a collour drive,

As though’ the Lilly and the Rose,
for mastership did strive. (A3")

Yea® Rosamond, faire Rosamond,
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* loved dear (1750)

comely (1659/1750) / princely (1670)

this (1659)

Could (1750)

" Asif (1658/1670) / As though (1659) / As tho (1750)
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her name was called so.

To whom Dame Elinor our Queene,
was knowne a cruell’ foe:

The King therefore for her defence
against the' furious Queene,

At Woodstocke buylded such a Bower,
the like was never seene.

Most curiously that" Bower was buylt,
of Stone and Timber strong:

A" hundered and fiftie Doores,
did to this Bower belong:

And they so cunningly contriv'd
with turnings round about,

That none but with"” a Clew of Threed,

could enter in or" out.

And® for his Love and Ladyes sake
that'® was so" faire and Bright,

The keeping of that”® Bower he gave
unto a valiant® Knight.

But fortune that doth often frowne,

20

where she” before did smile,
The Kings delight, the Ladyes joy.

full soone she did beguile.

For why, the Kinges ungracious sonne,
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* mortal (1658/1670) / deadly (1659/1750)
this (1670)

that (1612/1659/1750) / this (1658/1670)
An (1670/1750)

without (1750)

and (1750)

Now (1750)

Who (1750)

" both (1750)

this (1659/1750)

worthy (1670)

it (1659/1750)
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whome he did high advance,
Against his Father raysed warres,
within the Realme of France: (A3")
But” yet before our comely” King
the English land forsooke,
Of Rosamond his Lady faire,
his fare well thus® he tooke.

My* Rosamond, my” onely Rose,
that® pleaseth best mine eye:

The fairest Rose” in all the world,
to feed my fantacie:

The flower of my affected heart,
whose sweetnesse doth excel

My royall Rose a® thousand® times,
1 bid thee” now farewell.

For I must leave my fairest® Flower®,
my sweetest Rose a space,

And crosse the Seas to famous France®,
proud Rebels to abase™:

But yet® my Rose be sure thou shalt
my comming shortly see.

And in my heart while” hence I am,
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" And (1670)
“ gracious (1750)
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0 (1658/1670) / My (1659/1750)
the (1658/1670) / my (1659/1750)
Who (1750)

7 flower (1659/1750)

* an (1750)

hundred (1659/1750)

you (1750)

famous (1658/1670) / fairest (1659/1750)
* rose (1750)

the ocean into France (1750)

' debase (1750)

> still (1750)

when (1659/1750)
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his last farewell (1658/1670) / his farewell this (1659) / His farewell thus (1750)



Ile bear my Rose with mee.

When Rosamond, that” Lady bright™,
did heare the King say so,

The sorrow of her greeved heart,
her outward lookes did show

And from her cleare and christall eyes,
the teares gusht out apace,

Which like the silver pearled” dew,

ran downe her comely face. (A4")

Her lips like to the Corrall red,
did wax both wan and” pale,
And for the sorrow she conceiv'd

her vitall spirits did fayle,

And falling downe all in a sound”
before King Henries face,

Full oft betweene® his princely armes,
her corpes® did imbrace.

And twenty times with* waterie eyes,
he kist her tender cheeke,
Untill she had received againe®

her senses' milde and meeke.
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Why grieves my Rose my sweetest Rose?"’
(the King did ever® say)

Because (quoth she) to bloudy warres
my Lord must part” away.

¥ the (1658/1670)

* fair (1658/1670) / bright (1659/1750)

¥ pearly (1750)

0 a(1658)

' down into a swoon (1750)

* within (1658/1659/1750)

* body (1658/1659/1750)

“ with (1658/1659/1750) % “with with" (1658) ZF&HETH 5 I o
% Untill he had revived again (1658/1659/1750)

5 spirit (1750)

" Why grieves my rose? my sweetest rose, (1750)
* often (1658/1659/1750)
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But sith® your Grace in forraigne coastes,
among your foes unkind,

Must™ go to hazard life and limme,
why should I stay behind?*

Nay rather let me like a Page
your” Shield” and Target beare,

That on my breast that blow may light,
which should annoy you there™.

O let me in your royall Tent,
prepare your Bed at night,
And with sweete Bathes refresh your Grace®
at your returne” from fight, (A4")
So I your presence may enjoy,
no toyle I must™ refuse:
But wanting you my life is death,
which doth true love abuse.

Content thy self, my dearest friend”,
thy rest at home shall bee:
In Englands sweete and pleasant soyle®
for travaile fits not thee.
Faire Ladyes brooke not® bloudy Warres,
sweete Peace their pleasures breede,
The nourisher of hearts content,
which®” Fancie first doth® feede.
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pass (1750)

" since (1659/1750)

Must (1659)

* why must I stay behind. (1750)
thy (1659/1750)

sword (1658/1659/1670/1750)
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* refreshen you (1750)

" As you return (1750)
will (1658/1659/1750)
Love (1658/1659/1750)
pleasing court (1750)
no (1658/1659/1750)

* whose (1750)

% did (1658/1659/1750)
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> that should offend you there (1658/1659) / That shall offend my dear (1750)



[~ =] Bige

My Rose shall rest in Woodstocke Bower,

with Musickes sweete® delight®,
While I among the piercing Pikes,
against my foes do fight,
My Rose in Robes of Pearl of® Gold,
with Diemonds richly dight®,
Shall daunce the Galiards of my love,
while I my foes do smite.

And you sir Thomas whom I trust,
to beare® my Loves defence,

Be carefull of my gallant™ Rose,
when I am parted hence:

The Flowers of my affected heart,”
whose sweetenesse doth excell,

My royall Rose a hundred times,
I bid thee now farewell. (B1)

And at their” parting well they might,
in heart he grieved sore,

After that day faire Rosamond
the King did see no more:

For™ when his Grace did passe” the seas
and into France was gone.

Queene Elinor with envious heart,
to Woodstocke came anone.
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* sweetly (1659)
% dight (1659) / delight (1658/1670)
% and (1658/1659/1670/1750)

%" richly bright (1658) / rich and bright (1750)

* be (1658/1659/1750)

% Royal (1658/1670) / gallant (1659/1750)

" And there withal [herewithal (1750)] he fetch [fetch’d (1750)] a sigh,
as though[as tho' (1750)] his heart would break

And Rosamond for very grief

not one plain word could speak, (1658/1659/1750)

" the (1658/1750)
” And (1670)

" had past (1658/1670) / was past (1659) / passed (1750)
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And foorth she cald” this™ trustie Knight,
which™ kept™ this curious Bower,
Who™ with his” Clew of twined® Threed,

came from that™ famous Flower®.

And whe that they had wounded him,
the Queene his® Threed did get.

And went where Lady Rosamond®
was like an Angell set.

But when the Queene with stedfast eye,
beheld® her® heavenly face,

She was amazed in her minde,
at her” exceeding grace.

Cast off from thee they Robes (she said)®
that rich and costly bee,

And drink thou® up this deadly draught:
which I have brought for” thee.

But presently upon her knees,
sweet” Rosamond did fall,

And pardon of the Queene she crav'd

275 451 5(2020- 7)

WE T <3 F CORERB LR Y HE D572
SO L COREZPEHEHL T 72D TH S
TITIRY % FHH D 12
HOZEHNEADL LB TE

IV TR =HTVMEEs TR EDbY
WoFOHR e BN - 72

ZLCh o0z

THFE Y FAYE 5 TRED L 9 I~ &

L/ TikBELWIR> & T

THE Y FOfic LWRIFEZBADIS 7228
FOENRHENIHHENTH-72DT
k) B 72

IL/TIRIHE-7
FOBKRTEE LR LA SoSEPER SV
ZLTCIOHEEARAT LR SV
BHIO/ZDIZHDFE-> TETHIF -7 &

R CEEELVEYEY FIE
EHOWTE RN
Wlx N F CTIE L2~k L %

2

B

” the (1750)

who (1658/1670/1750) / which (1659)
™ keep (1658) / kept (1659/1670/1750)
And (1750)

™ this (1670) / a (1750)

twisted (1750)

the (1659) / this (1670/1750)

Flows (1658) % “flower” 7ihil
this (1658/1670/1750) / his (1659)
[Rosamond] (1750)

beheld (1658/1659,/1750)

his (1750)

¥ such (1750)
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! called (1658) / cal'd (1670) / calls (1659/1750)

% Cast of off thy Robes from thee she said (1658/1670) / Cast off from thee these Robes
(she said) (1659) / Cast off, said she, these fine robes (1750)

¥ you (1750)
“ to (1659)
' Fair (1750)
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for her offences all. (B1Y)

Take pittie on my youthfull yeares,
(fair Rosamond did cry)
And let me not with Poyson strong,

inforced be to dye.”

I will renounce this sinfull life,
And in a” Cloyster bide:

Or else be banisht, if you please,
to range the world so wide,
And for” the” fault which® I have done,
though” I was forst thereto™
Preserve my life and punnish me,
as you thinke good” to doe.

And with these words her lilly hands,
shee wrong full often there:

1% cheekes™

And downe along her lovely
proceeded many a teare.
But nothing could this furious Queene,
therewith'” apeased'” bee.
The cup of deadly poyson fild"*

as she sat'” on her knee.
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Shee gave the'” comely Dame to drinke,
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* Be forced for to die (1750)

% some (1659/1750)

*fur (1750) B2 5 < “for” DR
* that (1658/1670) / the (1659/1750)

% that (1659)

7 Tho’ (1750)

* thereunto (1750)

* fit (1750)

" comely (1658/1659/1750)

" face (1659/1750)

"2 Herewith (1750)

1% appealed (1658/1659) / appeased (1750)
" strong (1659/1750)

% Which she held (1750)
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who tooke it in'" her hand

And from her bended knee arose,
and on her feete did stand:

And'® casting up her eyes to heaven,
she did for mercie call,

And drinking up the Poyson then'”,
her life she lost"’ withall. (B2?)

And when that Death through' every lim,
had done her' greatest spight.
Her chiefest foes did plaine confess',
she was a glorious wight,
Her body then they did intombe,
when life was fled away,
At Godstow', neere'” Oxford towne,
as may be seene this day.

4. #E5R

FATIIEIL, TH=—

51 %5(2020- 7)

WZ N % FICN- 72

T SFE2MIL TRz RS B
Lonh &iih bdioz

WL DOBEIZRZ T
MoFEEEZH 72

Z LTHfE —RISRAT I &
Oin iz 7z

FEATTE Y FOMUR %K)

Wl G CixEoCTLE o7
KON TH o7 L TIFREICHEH L
OHE Y NIk A TH o728
FENDOWLOTHITEHA LIS
AR T BEN -2 D

FVIAT A —=FDT v FANTIZT
SHOBIZELDTH S

XTGR9 [NV ) —="H] oMFETHo72L

BT 205 1668 STz v ooy FIE [FERGE] 25 [
WEEWFES ZLIZOWTIHEREL TR THAH 9, 72720, TH=Z—Id,
[~ ) =213 sED RkE 72| ("he kept manie concubines” Holinshed
115) EWVIHFERCIIFER L T, BHR LTI A K HWERTHImA L
EZDTVLEDITTHILN, —EDO/NT % EL 720D TR R L EH A

1% that (1658/1670) / this (1659/1750)

" from (1750)

% When (1750)

" strong (1658/1659/1670/1750)

"9 She lost her life (1750)

"' And when death thro’ (1750)

"it's (1750)

" did there confess (1659) / could but confess (1750)
" Woodstock (1658/1659/1670/1750)

" near to (1658/1659/1670/1750)



[~ =] Bige

) —OHE, hitOEERERE, B ENE AR S5,

F7o, Fu=—ik, oEY FOETEICHT 2. ZETEDNRLTTE
ENFTEANDORY LR, BEE L ToOEmrBF L TECE, s TR
TENTy FhLHiEL7z, Lo L, Mifzinslts &, BELZLDLE D EIT
AR TE D, THZ—E, EL—ITTH 225 [RIIEFIC L > TRFEL
WHENZIZT EFHA] (though I was forst thereto) &) BHE L FOF
Hx. oV OBIZFLZOTH %,

EHII, TUZ=DELUIEDDIEA V) =L TOWFE L R7ZTTld R,
I/ TIZ2WT, 22 LI RIIHIR E EADORBTH B0, ik Ay
2T, BFEY FOSEE R 721k, Z3=AE TR 5N TE 72 NEANDF
TELEFERL, BERMIIEZ L) LA TV D, FF TEICHIEL 25E
by L/ TOXAESEAMARE) ETHTH=—RVOREZLEZ L),
THZ—E, EELL ) TEEREL, uEy FEERO O A VIED
T MM BRICEI L 20858, AV ) —NELCHET 22 LDTE RN
ZREOJIGE R T LIZL ), BEOS SR LFMIHL -0 TH %,

Febnzgl [~ ) —Zit] oMEThHs LBoOLNLTO=—1F [EL
WHHE Y FOSE] 13, TEHAAIEED O+ /M E OB ATER,. A
BEEZDLI LR, A= aE Ly NOIERZHK ) MAGYEEL L
TEER TV LWL LR HENFEELMEEL T2 L5bh
Bo THZ—IINT v FREICEE LT, BEL L THREES L HE TUEE
WL, WiEORR Z BAMLTAZ L THE DDLU Y —T 4 A Y MDA
L7z BBOWEEL. Codh L/ MR EKE THRUFEY FOT Y 77— 3
VHEEABEME LT, ML ENTWIZDOTH S,



TUNEIBSRE: SAeige 58274 55 175 (2020- 7)

2 3CHik

Anon. A lamentable ballad of fair Rosamond, King Henry the Second’s concubine,
who was put to death by Queen Elinor, in the famous bower of Woodstock, near
Oxford. To the tune of, Flying fame, &c. London: Printed by and for W.O. 1659.

Anon. A Mournful ditty of the Lady Rosamond, King Henry the Seconds concubine,
who was poysoned to death by Queen Elenor in Woodstocst Bower near Oxford.:
To the tune of, Flying Fame., [S1] : Printed for F. Coles, Tho. Vere and W. Gil-
bertson, 1658-1664.

Anon. The Life and death of Rosamond, King Henry the Second’s concubine and
how she was poysoned to death by Queen Elenor. [S1] : Printed for F. Coles, T.
Vere, and J. Wright, 1670.

Anon. The Unfortunate concubines: or, The history of fair Rosamond, mistress to
Henry the Second, and Jane Shore, concubine to Edward the Fourth. Place of
publication not identified: Hollis, between 1700 and 1799.

Deloney, Thomas. Strange histories, of kings, princes, dukes earles, lords, ladies,
knights, and gentlemen With the great troubles and miseries of the Dutches of
Suffolke. London: Printed by [i.e. for] William Barley, the assigne of T. M[orley],
1602.

***** . Strange histories, or Songes and sonets, of kings, princes, dukes, lordes,
ladyes, knights, and gentlemen. London: [By W. White] for W. Barley, 1607.

***** . Strange histories, or, Songs and sonnets, of kinges, princes, dukes, lords,
ladyes, knights, and gentlemen and of certaine ladyes that were shepheards on
Salisburie plaine. London: Printed by R.B. for W. Barley, 1612.

***** . The life and death of fair Rosamond King Henry the Second’s concubine.
London: Printed and sold in Bow-Church Yard, London, 1750.

Harbage, Alfred. “Elizabethan-Restoration Palimpsest”. Modern Language Review 35
(1940): 287-319.

Henslowe, Philip. Henslowe’s Diary. R. A. Foakes and R.T. Rickert eds. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1961.

Holinshed, Raphael. The Third volume of Chronicles, beginning at duke William the
Norman, commonlie called the Conqueror... London: printed [by Henry Den-
ham] in Aldersgate street at the signe of the Starre, 1586.

Lost Play Database (https://lostplays.folger.edu/Henry_II)



[~ =] Bige

Taylor, Gary. “A History of The History of Cardenio”. The Quest for Cardenio:
Shakespeare, Fletcher, Cervantes, & the Lost Play. David Carnegie and Gary
Taylor eds. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.

Wiggins, Martin. British Drama 1533-1642: A Catalogue, vol. VIII: 1626-1631. Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press, 2017.



