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As this pure ground, wheron these letters stand,
So pure was |, ere stayned by this hand;

Ere I was blooted with this foule offence,
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So cleere and spotlesse was mine innocence;

Now like these marks, which taint this hatefull scroule,
Such the black sinnes, which spotte my leprous soule.
O Henry why, by losse thus shouldst thou winne?

To get by conquest? To enrich with sinne?

Why on my name this slaunder doost thou bring,

To make my fault renowned by a King?

Fame never stoopes to things but meane and poore,
The more our greatnes, makes our fault the more.
Lights on the ground, themselves doe lessen farre,
Butin the ayre, each small sparke seems a starre.
Why on a womans frailetie wouldst thou lay

This subtile plot, mine honour to betray?

Or thy unlawfull pleasure should’st thou buy

With vile expence of kinglie maiestie?

(SigB 17,117-24)
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Where ina Turret secretly I lye

To viewe from farre such as doe travaile by,
Whether (mee thinks) all cast theyr eyes at mee,
As through the stones my shame did make them see,
And with such hate the harmless walls doe view,
Asunto death theyr eyes would mee pursue.
The married women curse my hatefull life,
Which wrong wish I buried quicke may die,

The loathsome staine to their virginitie.

Well knew’st thou what a monster I would bee,
When thou didist builde this Labyrinth for mee,
Whose strange Meanders turning every way,

Be like the course wherein my youth did stray:
Onely a Clue to guide mee out and in,

But yet still walke I, circuler in sinne.
(B 24-19)
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Rose of the World, so dooth import my name,
Shame of the world, my life had made the same;
And to the unchaste thys name shall given bee,
Of Rosamond, derived from sinne and mee.

The Clyffords take from mee that name of theirs,
Famous for virtue many hundred yeeres.

They blot my birth with hatefull bastardie,

That I sprang not from their Nobilitie;

They my alliance utterly refuse,

Nor will a strumpet shall their name abuse.

(B 3,23-32)
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‘Henry to Rosamond’

And by the pride of my rebellious sonne,

Rich Normandy with Armies over-runne?
Fatall my birth, unfortunate my life,

Unkind my children, most unkind my wife.
Griefe, cares, old age, suspition to torment mee,
So manie woes, so many plagues to finde,
Sicknes of body, discontent of minde;

Hopes left, helps rest, life wronged, joy interdicted,
Banisht, distressed, forsaken, and afflicted:

Of all releefe hath Fortune quite berest mee?
Onely my love unto my comfort left mee.

(C1%9-19)

ANV —FEEE L CEIFNEGTE X, HTOEERVIZET ) Fv—F,
BEEIEFET L 7, BREE D RO LSRG H4E U AEE 2 FE L,
OHE Y FAME—DHETH D EMRKE L TWD, IS OFEHITLE:, FaT



JUNEIBSRS: #BEEmige 55275 55 25 (2020-12)

HHTOICERT HVEDED 5 7200, WEEOFHS E HET2HEE LT
BEMMIHER I N20h, I T4y VO A 75 v FEEO#E %
A TCHEEBHICEA) ELEZDIEFLA b0 [Efi] ORTHA,

Of earthly blessing robbed and dispossest,

Let me be scorned, rejected, and reviled,

From kingdome, country, & from Court exiled,
Let the worlds curse upon me still remaine,

And let the last bring on the first againe;

All miseries that wretched man may wound,
Leave for my comfort; onely Rosamond,

For thee swift Time her speedy course doth stay,
At thy command the Destinies obey;

Pitty is dead, that comes not from thine eyes,
And at thy feete even mercy prostrate lyes;

IfI were feeble, rhumanticke, or cold,

These were true signes that I were waxed old,
ButIcan march all day in massie steele,

Nor yet my armes unweeldie weight do feele,
Nor waked by night, with bruze or bloudy wound,
The Tent my bed, no pillow but the ground;

For very age had I layne bedrid long,

One smile of thine againe could make me yong.

(C271-19
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